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naturally occurring).

Concentrations of chloride and nitrate were measured at 21 Ontario Ministry of the 
Environment and Climate Change (MOECC) monitoring wells within this watershed. 
Learn more about groundwater at goo.gl/e2bHoJ
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Note: The quality of your well water may vary from that of the monitoring wells. In some instances 
the location of SVCA wells was chosen to monitor local issues.
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and bedrock aquifers and supplies

water to wetlands, rivers, streams and drinking water wells.
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aquatic animals living in the sediment).

Concentrations of phosphorus and Escherichia coli (bacteria) were measured at Ontario 
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change (MOECC) and Saugeen Conservation 
stations. Benthic macroinvertebrates were also identified. The type and number of these 
animals are measures of water quality.
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Healthy rivers and lakes are key to our natural environment, providing habitat to

aquatic life, supplying people with food, water and recreational activities as well as

supporting forests and recharging groundwater.

�)�R�U�H�V�W���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���J�U�D�G�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H���R�I���I�R�U�H�V�W���F�R�Y�H�U�����I�R�U�H�V�W���L�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U��

���I�R�U�H�V�W�H�G���D�U�H�D���E�H�\�R�Q�G���D�����������P�H�W�U�H���Z�L�G�H���V�W�U�L�S���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���I�R�U�H�V�W���H�G�J�H�������D�Q�G���U�L�S�D�U�L�D�Q��

�F�R�Y�H�U�����)�R�U�H�V�W���L�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U���L�V���K�D�E�L�W�D�W���G�H�H�S���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���Z�R�R�G�O�D�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���L�V���D���V�L�J�Q���R�I���K�H�D�O�W�K�\��

�I�R�U�H�V�W�V�����5�L�S�D�U�L�D�Q���F�R�Y�H�U�����I�R�U�H�V�W�H�G���D�U�H�D���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���������P�H�W�U�H�V���R�I���D���Z�D�W�H�U�F�R�X�U�V�H���R�Q���E�R�W�K��

sides), provides river bank stability, shading, food sources, habitat and helps filter 

impurities.   

The percentages of forest cover, forest interior, and streamside cover were measured 

using a Geographic Information System (GIS). 
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economic benefits, and help to mitigate climate change.

The Saugeen Watershed contains four types of wetlands including swamps, bogs, 

fens and marshes. Wetlands were graded on the percentage of wetland cover. 

The percentage of wetland cover was measured using a Geographic Information System 
(GIS). 
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Wetlands are a critical part of our natural environnment.  They mitigate floods

and droughts, protect our shorelines, reduce flooding and erosion,

absorb pollutants, improve water quality, and provide rich

habitats for numerous species.
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