
SAUGEEN VALLEY CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
AUTHORITY MEETING 

Tuesday February 19, 2019            1:00 p.m. 

A G E N D A 

1. Adoption of Agenda

2. Declaration of Pecuniary Interest

3. Approval of Minutes of Authority Meeting – January 15, 2019 – attached

4. Staff Recognition

5. Volunteer & Sponsorship Appreciation

6. Staff Introductions

Coffee Break 

7. Matters Arising from the Minutes
a. Change in policy on commenting on Natural Heritage – Erik Downing
b. 2019 Authority Meeting Schedule – revisited – attached
c. 2019 Initiatives/Goals – Wayne Brohman – attached

8. Consent Agenda
a. Finance Report – attached
b. Program Report – attached
c. Draft Executive Committee Minutes – January 22, 2019 – attached
d. Draft Agricultural Advisory Committee Minutes – February 4, 2019 – attached
e. Correspondence for Members’ information – attached
f. News Articles for Members’ information – attached
g. Conservation Ontario comments on Bill 66 for Members’ information – attached

9. New Business
a. Environmental Planning & Regulations Department overview – Erik Downing
b. Records Retention Policy – Wayne Brohman – attached

10. Other Business
a. Environmental Planning & Regulations Customer Service Survey update – Wayne Brohman
b. Meeting with Minister Rod Philips – Dan Gieruszak

Adjournment 



SAUGEEN VALLEY 
CONSERVATION 
AUTHORITY

Conservation through Cooperation    MINUTES
MEETING: Authority Annual Meeting 
DATE: Tuesday, January 15, 2019 
TIME: 1:00 p.m. 
LOCATION: Administration Office, Formosa  

CHAIR: Dan Gieruszak 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Paul Allen, Maureen Couture, Mark Davis, Barbara Dobreen, Mark Goetz, Cheryl Grace, 
Tom Hutchinson, Steve McCabe, Don Murray, Mike Myatt, Sue Paterson, Bill Stewart 

ABSENT WITH REGRETS:  Diana Rae, Christine Robinson 

OTHERS PRESENT: Luke Charbonneau, Honourable Mayor, Saugeen Shores 
Sonya Skinner, CAO, Grey Sauble Conservation Authority 
Wayne Brohman, General Manager/Secretary-Treasurer 
Laura Molson, Manager, Accounting 
Shannon Wood, Manager, Community Relations 
Janice Hagan, Administrative Assistant  
Guests  

Luke Charbonneau, Acting Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:04 p.m.  He welcomed the members and guests 
to the SVCA Annual Meeting. 

1. Adoption of Agenda

MOTION #G19-01 
Moved by Sue Paterson 
Seconded by Barbara Dobreen 
THAT the agenda be adopted as presented. 

CARRIED 

2. Declaration of Pecuniary Interest

No persons declared a pecuniary interest relative to any item on the agenda. 

AGENDA



Annual Meeting – January 15, 2019 
  

 
 

2 

3.  Minutes of the Authority Meeting – October 16, 2018 

MOTION #G19-02 
Moved by Maureen Couture 
Seconded by Steve McCabe 
THAT the minutes of the Authority meeting, held on October 16, 2018 be approved as circulated. 

  CARRIED 

4. Introduction of Guests 

 

Wilf Gamble, past Authority Member, was presented with a certificate in recognition of his dedicated service and 
commitment to Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority [SVCA]. 
 
Sonya Skinner, CAO, Grey Sauble Conservation Authority, brought greetings on behalf of Cathy Little, Chair, 
GSCA.  She welcomed the new Members and congratulated them on their appointments. 
 
John Woodbury, Honourable Mayor, Township of Southgate, brought greetings from the Township and is 
pleased that Barbara Dobreen has been appointed to work with the Authority.  He looks forward to a continued 
partnership. 
 
Ken Bridge, Bruce County Federation of Agriculture, thanked the Authority for the invitation.  He told the 
Members that he has been on the Agricultural Advisory Committee for the past 4 years and that he is pleased to 
see the progress made in SVCA’s communication and relationship with the local agricultural community.   He is 
looking forward to continued improvements.   
 
Carl Seider, Project Manager, Drinking Water Source Protection, extended his appreciation for the invitation and 
thanked the Authority members and municipalities for the continued support and partnership. 
 
Robert Buckle, Honourable Mayor, Municipality of South Bruce, said he was pleased to serve time as a member 
of the Authority. He said that it was an educational and interesting experience, and sometimes there is a lot of 
criticism, but there is still a lot to do.  He was presented with a certificate in recognition of his dedicated service 
and commitment to Saugeen Conservation by the Chair.  
 
Brian Milne, Deputy Mayor, Township of Southgate, brought greetings on behalf of Grey County.  He 
congratulated the Authority on a successful year. 
 
Jamie Heffer, Honourable Mayor, Moriss-Turnberry, thanked the Authority for the invitation. 
 
Phil Beard, General Manager/Secretary-Treasurer, Maitland Valley Conservation Authority, brought greetings on 
behalf of Jim Campbell, Chair, MVCA.  He said it has always been great to work with staff at SVCA.   
 
Anne Eadie, Honourable Mayor, Municipality of Kincardine, brought greetings and said she had great memories 
of being on a previous Authority that met in the Sulphur Spring location before the Administration office moved 
to Formosa.  She congratulated SVCA on the work they have done removing phragmites from coastal areas such 
as Brucedale CA and Stoney Island.  She encouraged the Members to continue to have a balance between 
preserving natural heritage and local economic growth.   
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Chris Mercantz, Manager of Community and Indigenous Relations, Bruce Power, thanked the Authority for the 
invitation to bring greetings.  He thanked SVCA for the corroboration of programs and the Stewardship example 
set for the local community.  He told the Authority that Bruce Power greatly appreciates the efforts of SVCA staff 
in delivering the DEER program at the Bruce Power site.   
 
Mitch Twolan, Honourable Mayor, Township of Huron-Kinloss brought greetings from the Township. 
 

5. Chair’s Address 

 
Luke Charbonneau gave the following address:  
 
“It is my pleasure to present this Chair’s report for the year 2018. 
During this past year we have continued in our, multi-year effort to build a Conservation Authority that is 
focused intently on fulfilling its core mandate - to protect people and property from the negative effects of 
flooding and erosion. 
 
Once again, this year, we have seen why such an organization is absolutely needed in our watershed.  This past 
February, significant rainfall combined with melting snow resulted in a period of extremely high-water levels in 
our rivers.  During this period, in the town of Chesley, bridge abutments were damaged by high water and ice 
causing a months-long, unplanned closure of an important artery through that community.  At the same time, in 
the village of Paisley, another important bridge was put in jeopardy when the high water, combined with an ice 
jam, caused the Teeswater River to rise.  SVCA flood warning staff, and staff from across our organization, 
worked around the clock throughout that flood event - providing important information to aid municipal 
officials.  As always, we thank those members of our staff for their efforts. 
 
In light of this event and others like it in recent years, the SVCA remains firmly committed to assisting 
municipalities in responding to potentially dangerous flooding situations.  To this end, in 2018, new flood 
warning software was installed and is now operating across the watershed.  This investment will help the 
Authority to provide more accurate and timely information to our municipal partners during future flooding 
emergencies. 
 
And while we are improving our capacity to serve our communities during floods, we are also improving our 
ability to plan for flood resiliency while proudly continuing to reduce the regulatory burden faced by watershed 
property owners.   
 
In 2018, we completed the approval of new flood plain mapping for Teeswater and Walkerton and made 
significant progress toward doing the same for the Town of Kincardine.  This has resulted in a reduction in the 
amount of property that is potentially subject to unnecessary, SVCA regulatory review and has further clarified 
the extent of our regulations - making it simpler for law-abiding property owners and municipal officials to 
understand and comply with the SVCA regulation.  The net result of these mapping improvements will be shorter 
planning processes for some and safer communities for all.  Notably, with the addition of these changes, we have 
now reduced the total land area potentially subject to unnecessary, SVCA regulatory review by more than 50,000 
acres, across the watershed, since 2015.   
As part of a multi-year effort to focus the Authority’s activities to better match our core mandate, in 2018 we 
reaffirmed that the SVCA will cease to provide planning advice for developments occurring outside of our 
regulated area and on all matters pertaining to natural heritage.  What’s more, in consultation with our 
municipal partners, we decided that these changes will take effect as of January 1, 2020.  I am pleased to have 
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signed a new planning services agreement with Huron County on that basis earlier this year and I expect that the 
new Authority will sign many more such agreements in the year to come. 
 
The SVCA has come to know that Conservation Authorities, especially smaller ones like ours, are at our best 
when we are resolutely focused on fulfilling the role that has been formally delegated to us by the province.  We 
know from past experience, when we have reached beyond our clearly prescribed role, that that is when our 
agency has become unaffordable, inefficient and unable to meet the needs of watershed residents to anyone’s 
satisfaction.  This Authority has seen the error in those ways and has resolved never to venture down that path 
again.  
 
Over this past year, as we have worked on streamlining our activities to better match our mandate, we have also 
continued a years-long effort to streamline our operations to better match available funding.  Under the 
leadership of our General Manager and his staff this Authority has been placed on very sound financial footing; 
ensuring that this organization’s operations will be sustainable into 2019 and beyond.  
 
This financial stability has opened up the opportunity for the Authority to advance stewardship as an important 
tool with which to fulfil our prescribed mandate.  Stewardship of our natural hazards is, in many ways, the most 
effective way to build resiliency against flooding and erosion; I am pleased to say, today that the SVCA is poised 
to take stewardship to the next level across the Saugeen Valley. 
 
In 2018, we renewed our commitment to promote the cause of stewardship in the agricultural sector.  The 
continuation of the Agricultural Outreach program delivered cover-crop incentives, carried out soil health 
surveys and compaction recovery trials over the past year.  Our successful Coffee, Crops and Donuts initiative 
combined with increased outreach to the Mennonite community has enhanced our ability to advance and 
promote the cause of stewardship among farmers across the watershed. 
 
With the help of a $106,000 contribution from Bruce Power, we were able to plant 53,000 seedling trees on four 
SVCA properties, purchase equipment to assist with forest management and improve erosion control and canoer 
safety at the Saugeen Bluffs Conservation Area.  In Walkerton, we partnered with the Town of Brockton to help 
deliver the Silver Creek erosion control project on SVCA lands in that community.  In Cargill, we partnered with 
Brockton and Bruce County to create an initiative showcasing the history of Cargill while educating people about 
the importance of wetlands.   
 
In the draft 2019 budget (which will be considered for final approval later today), the Authority has resolved to 
commit $40,000 to new agricultural stewardship initiatives to be undertaken in cooperation with watershed 
partners.  My hope is that the new Authority will give final approval to this funding and begin work on 
developing a new program, similar to Huron County’s Clean Water Project, in partnership with municipal and 
provincial governments along with local businesses and community organizations.  This would be a program 
designed to incentivise projects on private property that control erosion and manage storm water while also 
protecting sources of water and our region’s extensive natural heritage resources.  I view this as an exciting 
opportunity to bring together different agencies in an effort to support projects that further all of our various 
environmental mandates.  I plan to be a strong supporter of a joint approach to stewardship in my new 
municipal capacity and I am looking forward to continuing to work with this Authority in that capacity in the 
months and years ahead. 
 
On that note, I would like to conclude my report by acknowledging that this will be my last report as Chair of this 
Authority.  It has been a great pleasure to serve as a Member of this organization for the better part of the last 
12 years.  I would like to thank the Authority and staff members both past and present for your dedication to the 
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Authority and for your continuous commitment to working constructively in the interest of serving the people of 
this watershed.   
 
I strongly believe that there is every reason to be optimistic about the future of the Saugeen Valley Conservation 
Authority and the watershed that it serves.  I will conclude by wishing this organization and all of you the very 
best in 2019 and beyond. Thank you.” 
 

6.   Election of Officers 

 
MOTION #G19-03 
Moved by Steve McCabe 
Seconded by Maureen Couture 
THAT Sonya Skinner be appointed as Chair Pro Tem for the purposes of conducting the election of officers for 
2019. 

   CARRIED 

Luke Charbonneau vacated the chair in favour of Sonya Skinner, Chair Pro Tem, who conducted the elections. 
Sonya Skinner declared all offices vacant and called for a motion to appoint two scrutineers, in the event of an 
election count. 
 
MOTION #G19-04 
Moved by Mike Myatt 
Seconded by Bill Stewart 
THAT Phil Beard and Carl Seider be appointed as scrutineers for the election of officers. 

CARRIED 

Election of Chair 
 

Sonya Skinner called for nominations for the position of Chair for 2019.  Barbara Dobreen nominated Dan 
Gieruszak.  No further nominations were received.   
 
MOTION #G19-05 
Moved by Maureen Couture 
Seconded by Barbara Dobreen 
THAT the nominations for the position of Chair of the Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority be closed. 

CARRIED 

Dan Gieruszak thanked his nominator and agreed to let his name stand for nomination.  He told the members 
that he is grateful for the opportunity.  He appreciates the work that SVCA does and has done in the past. 
 
Dan was acclaimed as Chair of the Authority. 
 
Election of 1st Vice-Chair 
 
Sonya Skinner called for nominations for the position of 1st Vice-Chair for 2019.    Bill Stewart nominated 
Maureen Couture.  No further nominations were received. 
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MOTION #G19-06 
Moved by Don Murray 
Seconded by Sue Paterson 
THAT the nominations for the position of 1st Vice-Chair of the Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority be closed. 

CARRIED 

Maureen Couture agreed to have her name stand for nomination.  She thanked her nominator and thanked the 
Authority for their confidence and support.  She told the Members that she looks forward to working with the 
new members and staff.   
 
Maureen Couture was acclaimed as 1st Vice-Chair of the Authority.  
 
Election of 2nd Vice-Chair 
 
Sonya Skinner called for nominations for the position of 2nd Vice-Chair for 2019.  Cheryl Grace nominated Mike 
Myatt.  Steve McCabe nominated Barbara Dobreen.  No further nominations were received for 2nd Vice-Chair.  
 
MOTION #G19-07 
Moved by Paul Allen 
Seconded by Tom Hutchinson  
THAT the nominations for the position of 2nd Vice-Chair of the Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority be closed. 

CARRIED 

Mike Myatt declined the nomination.  Barbara Dobreen agreed to let her name stand for nomination.  She 
thanked her nominator and told the Members that it has been a privilege to be on the Authority for the past 4 
years and she is looking forward to continuing the work. 
 
Barbara Dobreen was acclaimed as 2nd Vice-Chair of the Authority.   
 
Election to the Position of Member at Large 
 
Sonya Skinner called for nominations to fill the position of Member at Large for 2019. Don Murray nominated 
Mark Davis.  Barbara Dobreen nominated Steve McCabe.  Cheryl Grace nominated Mike Myatt. No further 
nominations were received.   
 
MOTION #G19-08 
Moved by Mark Goetz 
Seconded by Dan Gieruszak 
THAT the nominations for the position of Member at Large of the Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority be 
closed. 

CARRIED 

Mark Davis and Mike Myatt both agreed to let their names stand for nomination. Steve McCabe declined the 
nomination. 
 
Mark Davis told the Members that he has been a member of the Authority for 2 years and his work experience is 
in Real Estate.  He stated that SVCA is a good organization but still has a long way to go to achieve a logical 
common-sense approach. 
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Mike Myatt thanked his nominator and introduced himself.  This is his first year as an Authority Member.  He 
thanked the out-going Authority members and SVCA staff for all the great work they have done as is 
demonstrated in the Annual Report.  He would be honoured to be elected Member at Large.   
 
The ballots were distributed, and the Authority members cast their votes.  The ballots were collected and 
counted by the scrutineers.  Mark Davis was elected Member at Large for the year 2019. 
 
MOTION #G19-09 
Moved by Don Murray 
Seconded by Maureen Couture 
THAT Mark Davis be appointed to fill the position of Member at Large of the Saugeen Valley Conservation 
Authority for the year 2019. 

CARRIED 

MOTION #G19-10 
Moved by Barbara Dobreen 
Seconded by Sue Paterson 
THAT the ballots be destroyed. 

CARRIED 

Sonya Skinner left the Chair Pro Tem position and Dan Gieruszak took his place as Chair.  He thanked the 
Authority for the vote of confidence in appointing him SVCA Chair for 2019.  He also thanked Luke Charbonneau 
for his dedication and leadership as Chair of the Authority for the past 4 years and his participation for the past 
12 years.   
 
A coffee break was called at 1:55 p.m. and the meeting was reconvened at 2:09 p.m. 
 

7.  Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 
a. Planning & Regulations Policies Manual Update 

 
Wayne Brohman, General Manager/Secretary-Treasurer, told the Authority that the updated Planning & 
Regulations Policies Manual had been uploaded to the SVCA website and is available for viewing.  The Members 
have received a digital copy in their information binders.   
 

b. Kincardine Mapping Update 
 
Erik Downing, Manager, Environmental Planning & Regulations, reviewed the historical timeline for the 
development of the Kincardine regulation mapping.  Due to issues in previous regulation mapping submissions 
the process has been delayed.  Erik began working on the project in 2013 and at the Authority’s direction it 
became a top priority.  Draft mapping for Kincardine was presented to the Authority in October 2018 and was 
approved for public comment. Public consultation was carried out and no recommended changes were 
requested.  
 
Erik demonstrated the mapping approval process including requirements by Conservation Ontario and the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry.  He summarized the methodology involved including Floodplain and 
Valley Regulated areas, Wetland Regulated Area, Flooding and Erosion Hazards, and Dynamic Beach Hazards.   
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Erik explained the process specifically for the Town of Kincardine and how it relates to the methodology 
described.  After discussion the following motion was carried: 
 
MOTION #G19-11 
Moved by Barbara Dobreen 
Seconded by Sue Paterson 
THAT the Authority endorse the revised regulation mapping for the geographic Town of Kincardine pursuant to 
Ontario Regulation 169/06, as amended (Development, Interference with Wetlands and Alterations to Shorelines 
and Watercourses Regulation) in accordance with Section 28 of the Conservation Authorities Act, R.S.O, 1990, 
Chap. C. 27. 

CARRIED 

c. Planning & Regulation Services – Grand River CA Comments 
 
Erik informed the Authority that he had met with the Grand River Conservation Authority [GRCA] to compare 
processes in the Planning & Regulations departments.  He explained that the purpose of the comparison study 
was to discover if GRCA had preferred methods of file processing.  Staff at the Township of Southgate had 
previously indicated concerns over SVCA’s response time for inquiries.  There was discussion concerning the 
reasons SVCA no longer make comments about municipal zoning and will no longer comment on Natural 
Heritage as of 2020.  Staff explained that this is due to direction from the previous Authority since it is outside 
the mandate of the Authority.  The Members would like to further discuss this at the next Authority meeting to 
educate new Members on the direction given to staff.   
 

8.  Correspondence 

- Letter from Brian Tocheri, CAO/Clerk, Town of Hanover, regarding approval of the 2019 Draft Budget, 
noted and filed.    

- Email from Donna MacDougall, Clerk, Municipality of Kincardine, regarding the appointments of 
Maureen Couture and Bill Stewart as SVCA representatives, was noted and filed. 

- Email from Peggy Rouse, Clerk-Administrator, Municipality of Arran-Elderslie, regarding the appointment 
of Mark Davis as the SVCA representative, was noted and filed. 

- Email from Raylene Martell, Director of Council and Legislative Services/Municipal Clerk, Municipality of 
Grey Highlands, regarding the appointment of Paul Allen as the SVCA representative, was noted and 
filed. 

- Letter from Joanne Hyde, Clerk, Township of Southgate, regarding the appointment of Barbara Dobreen, 
as the SVCA representative, was noted and filed. 

- Copy of By-law 131-2018 from the Municipality of West Grey, regarding the appointments of Tom 
Hutchinson and Christine Robinson as SVCA representatives, was noted and filed.  

- Email from Carol Watson, Clerk, Township of Howick, regarding the appointment of Mark Goetz as the 
SVCA representative, was noted and filed. 

- Letter from Leanne Martin, CAO/Clerk, Municipality of South Bruce, regarding the appointment of Mark 
Goetz as the SVCA representative, was noted and filed. 

- Copy of By-law 2018-164 from the Township of Huron-Kinloss, regarding the appointment of Don Murray 
as the SVCA representative, was noted and filed. 

- Email from Kim Johnstone, Deputy Clerk, Municipality of Morris-Turnberry, regarding the appointment of 
Mark Goetz as the SVCA representative, was noted and filed. 

- Copy of By-law 2018-449 from the Township of Wellington-North, regarding the appointment of Steve 
McCabe as the SVCA representative, was noted and filed. 
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- Email from Carolyn Marx, Deputy Clerk, Township of Chatsworth, regarding the appointment of Diana 
Rae as the SVCA representative, was noted and filed. 

- Email from Marilyn Zettler, Administrative Assistant/Deputy Clerk, regarding the appointment of Sue 
Paterson as the SVCA representative, was noted and filed.  
 

9.  Reports 

a. Finance Report 
 

Wayne Brohman, General Manager/Secretary-Treasurer reviewed the Finance report to November 30, 2018. He 
noted that revenues for the campgrounds were higher than expected but that funds would be required in the 
future for maintenance and upgrading of the facilities.  Revenue for the Agricultural Lands program is higher 
than expected since the decision to rent out Woods property (ag portion) had been made mid-year.  Forestry 
tenders were higher than expected resulting in higher revenues.  Wayne summarized the funding sources for The 
Agriculture Outreach Program and noted that the Authority had approved funding for 2019 since it has been very 
well received by the Agriculture community.  Discussion surrounded the reasons the previous Authority decided 
to have a 0% increase in the budget.   
 
After further discussion the following motion was passed: 
 
MOTION #G19-12 
Moved by Mark Davis 
Seconded by Steve McCabe 
THAT the Financial Report to November 30, 2018 be accepted as distributed and further; 
 
THAT the Accounts Payable, totaling $596,276.93 be approved as distributed. 

CARRIED 

 
b. Program Report 

 
Wayne highlighted several items in the Program Report.  He pointed out that outflow channels from the 
Walkerton and Paisley Dykes had been cleaned out.  He noted that frazzle ice was being monitored in Durham 
due to weather conditions and that a Flood Watch advisory statement may be issued.  He informed the 
Members that the MNRF had approached SVCA about purchasing the Durham Middle Dam and this issue would 
be forwarded to the Property & Building Committee for discussion.  The Foundation had cancelled the proposed 
animal housing facility at Sulphur Spring CA.   There was discussion regarding the ransomware attack that 
occurred on the SVCA network and Wayne explained that a staff member was using an outside program to send 
large files.  IT staff were able to deal with the attack right away and there was no impairment to the system.  
There was no further discussion and the following motion was passed:  
 
MOTION #G19-13 
Moved by Maureen Couture 
Seconded by Barbara Dobreen 
THAT the Program report be adopted as presented. 

CARRIED 
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c. Planning & Regulations Action Items 
 

The GM/S-T reviewed the Planning & Regulations Action Items.  He noted that completion of the MOU’s with the 
Municipalities has been delayed.  Bruce County is currently considering how to outsource the natural heritage 
component previously included in the MOU. 
 

d. 2018 Initiatives/Goals 
 
The GM/S-T reviewed the 2018 Initiatives and Goals completions and ongoing items.  There were no questions. 
 

e. Minutes of the Forestry Committee Meeting – October 31, 2018 
 
This report was included for information only.   
 
A coffee break was called at 3:30 p.m. and the meeting was reconvened at 3:37 p.m. 
 

10. New Business 

a. Budget Vote 
 
The GM/S-T explained the budget voting process and the weighted system.  After a brief discussion the following 
motions were carried: 
 
MOTION #G19-14 
Moved by Barbara Dobreen 
Seconded by Paul Allen 
THAT the Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority adopt the 2019 Budget as approved in principle at the 
September 18, 2018 meeting, and further 
 
THAT the Authority share of the costs will be raised through general revenues, reserves, donations, general 
surplus and special and general levies in accordance with the Conservation Authorities Act, and further 
 
THAT the General Manager/Secretary-Treasurer is hereby authorized to forward levy notices to the member 
municipalities. 
 
A recorded vote was taken for the 2018 Budget with the following results: 
 

Arran-Elderslie  Mark Davis Yea 
Brockton  Dan Gieruszak Yea 
Chatsworth  Diana Rae  Absent 
Grey-Highlands  Paul Allen Yea 
Hanover  Sue Paterson Yea 
Howick  Mark Goetz Yea 
Huron-Kinloss  Don Murray Yea 
Kincardine  Maureen Couture Yea 
Kincardine  Bill Stewart Yea 
Minto  Steve McCabe Yea 
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Morris-Turnberry  Mark Goetz Yea 
Saugeen Shores  Cheryl Grace Yea 
Saugeen Shores  Mike Myatt Yea 
South Bruce  Mark Goetz Yea 
Southgate  Barbara Dobreen Yea 
Wellington North  Steve McCabe Yea 
West Grey  Tom Hutchinson Yea 
West Grey  Christine Robinson Absent 

 
The result of the vote was 100 percent of the weighted average of those present in favour.  Therefore, 
Motion #G19-14 was CARRIED. 
 
MOTION #G19-15 
Moved by Maureen Couture 
Seconded by Mike Myatt 
THAT the amount of $1,663,755 be raised by General Levy in 2019, and further 
 
THAT General Levy payments shall be due in two equal instalments on March 31 and June 30 and further 
 
THAT late payments shall be subject to the Authority’s normal late payment charge of 1.50% per month 
thereafter, and further 
 
THAT, in accordance with Section 27(4) of the Conservation Authorities Act, R.S.O. 1990, the minimum sum that 
shall be levied against a participating municipality for administration costs shall be $1,100.  
 

CARRIED 

b. Committee Appointments 
 

Appointment to Forestry Committee for 2019 
 
MOTION #G19-16 
Moved by Maureen Couture 
Seconded by Steve McCabe 
THAT the following members be appointed to the Forestry Committee for 2019: 
Barbara Dobreen, Tom Hutchinson, Mike Myatt, and Don Murray. 

   CARRIED 

Appointment to the Property & Building Committee for 2019 
 
MOTION #G19-17 
Moved by Mark Goetz 
Seconded by Mark Davis 
THAT the following members be appointed to the Property & Building Committee for 2019: 
Paul Allen, Mike Myatt, Don Murray, Diana Rae, Bill Stewart.  
           CARRIED 
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Appointment to Parks Committee for 2019 
 
MOTION #G19-18 
Moved by Tom Hutchinson 
Seconded by Barbara Dobreen 
THAT the following members be appointed to the Parks Committee for 2019: 
Maureen Couture, Mark Davis, Cheryl Grace, and Sue Paterson.       
           CARRIED 
 
Appointment to Agricultural Advisory Committee for 2019 
 
MOTION #G19-19 
Moved by Mike Myatt 
Seconded by Sue Paterson  
THAT the following three members be appointed to the Agricultural Advisory Committee for 2019: 
Mark Goetz, Steve McCabe, and Don Murray.  
           CARRIED 
 

c. 2019 Authority Meeting Schedule 
 
The GM/S-T presented 2 options for meeting schedule dates for the remainder of 2019.  The Members discussed 
the options and directed staff to adjust the dates and resend to the members for finalization.  The next meeting 
was set for February 19th, 2018 at 1:00 p.m.  
 

d. Authority Member Orientation  
 
Since the Authority has many new members the GM/S-T presented information manuals regarding the Authority 
to each member.  He told the Authority that all approved, open session Minutes would be uploaded to the 
website, and that each Member’s contact information is published unless advised not to.   The Members 
discussed options for orientation sessions, including having staff introduce themselves at various Authority 
meetings.  The GM/S-T requested that all concerns be directed to him rather than staff. This allows the GM/S-T 
to be aware of issues and ensure the issue is directed to the appropriate staff member. The Members directed 
staff to include a consent agenda, including finance reports and program reports in the next Authority meeting 
agenda.  
 
Wayne has directed staff to offer to attend council meetings at each of the watershed municipalities to introduce 
SVCA and to advise on services available.   
 

e. 2019 Initiatives/Goals 
 
The GM/S-T presented SVCA initiatives and goals for the 2019.  The Chair requested that this report be reviewed 
by the Executive committee.  
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f. Appointment of Auditor 
 
MOTION #G19-20 
Moved by Mark Davis 
Seconded by Steve McCabe 
THAT Baker Tilly SGB LLP [formerly Collins Barrow] be appointed auditors to the Authority for the year 2019.  
           CARRIED 

g. Appointment of Solicitor 
 

MOTION #G19-20 
Moved by Mark Davis 
Seconded by Steve McCabe 
THAT Loucks & Loucks be appointed auditors to the Authority for the year 2019.  
           CARRIED 
 

11. Other Business 

a. Planning & Regulations Customer Service Survey Update 
 
This item was deferred to the next Authority meeting.   
 

b. Local Newspaper articles 

The GM/S-T submitted articles from local newspapers regarding the SVCA for keeping the Authority members up 
to date on current events.  The members requested that this item be put into the consent agenda. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m. on motion of Maureen Couture. 

 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________   _________________________________ 
Dan Gieruszak        Janice Hagan 
Chair        Recording Secretary 



1078 Bruce Road 12, P.O. Box 150, Formosa ON Canada N0G 1W0 
Tel 519-367-3040, Fax 519-367-3041, publicinfo@svca.on.ca, www.svca.on.ca 

Watershed Member Municipalities 
Municipality of Arran-Elderslie, Municipality of Brockton, Township of Chatsworth, Municipality of Grey Highlands, 

Town of Hanover, Township of Howick, Municipality of Morris-Turnberry, Municipality of South Bruce, 
Township of Huron-Kinloss, Municipality of Kincardine, Town of Minto, Township of Wellington North, 

Town of Saugeen Shores, Township of Southgate, Municipality of West Grey 

2019 Authority Meeting Schedule 

Tuesday January 15 – Annual Meeting 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday February 19 – Volunteer Recognition 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday March 19         1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday May 7   1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday July 16         7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday October 1 – Budget Review         10:00 a.m. 

Tuesday November 5         1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday December 10        1:00 p.m. 

AGENDA



 
1078 Bruce Road 12, P.O. Box 150, Formosa ON Canada N0G 1W0 

Tel 519-367-3040, Fax 519-367-3041, publicinfo@svca.on.ca, www.svca.on.ca 
 

 

 

 
Watershed Member Municipalities 

Municipality of Arran-Elderslie, Municipality of Brockton, Township of Chatsworth, Municipality of Grey Highlands, 
Town of Hanover, Township of Howick, Municipality of Morris-Turnberry, Municipality of South Bruce, 
Township of Huron-Kinloss, Municipality of Kincardine, Town of Minto, Township of Wellington North, 

Town of Saugeen Shores, Township of Southgate, Municipality of West Grey 

 

 
 
 

Alternate 2019 Authority Meeting Schedule 
 

Proposed by Mayor Robinson 
 
 
 

Tuesday January 15 – Annual Meeting 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday February 19 – Volunteer Recognition 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday March 19         1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday May 7   7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday July 16             1:00 p.m. 

October 2, 3, or 4 – Budget Review               10:00 a.m. 

Tuesday November 5         7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday December 10               7:00 p.m. 

 



Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority
General Manager/Secretary-Treasurer

2019 Initiatives/Goals

Initiative Timeline Expected Outcome/Goal Status Comments

Short/Medium Term:

Woods property agricultural lands by May 31 Assist Property Committee in determining 
appropriate use of Woods property 
agricultural lands.

Martyn property trails by August 31 Have a trail in place and useable by the public.

Records Retention Policy by June 30 Authority approved Records Retention Policy 
as required by Authority By-law including 
detailed department schedules.

Orientation for new Authority Members to be discussed New Members become familiar with SVCA 
mandate, policies, services etc.

Durham Middle Dam by June 30 Assist Property & Building committee in 
reaching a recommendation on acquisition of 
the dam.

Longer Term:

County & Municipal MOU's by December 31 MOU's are signed with Bruce & Grey Counties 
& lower tier municipalities.

Markdale dam removal throughout 2019 Work with municipality and other partners to 
move project along.

Actual dam removal unlikely to be completed before 2020. 

2019 Budget to December 31 Ensure controllable revenues and expenses 
adhere to budget

Bruce Power funded initiatives by December 31 Awaiting Bruce Power approval for 4 
Forestry/Stewardship initiatives.  Details to 
follow pending approval.

Planning & Regulations file tracking by October 31 System is fully operational including ability to 
track active files.

Strategy and implementation plan to address 
perception of staff not being approachable to 
development proponents

Other priorities as determined by the 
Authority

throughout 2019 Projects completed to satisfaction of 
Authority.

AGENDA
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Report 8a 

 
 
 
 

Report To: Authority Members, Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority 
 

From:  Laura Molson, Manager, Accounting 
 

Date:  February 19, 2019 
 

Subject: Financial Report 
 
 

Please find attached the financial report for the period ending December 31, 2018.  Also 
attached is the December 2018 cheque list for your review.   
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
THAT the Financial Report to December 31, 2018 be accepted as distributed and further; 

 
THAT the Accounts Payable, totaling $172,731.44 be approved as distributed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Program
Approved 

Budget
Budget 

YTD
Actual 
YTD

% Actual/ 
Budget YTD

Approved 
Budget

Budget 
YTD

Actual 
YTD

% Actual/ 
Budget YTD

Surplus/ 
(Deficit)

Administration 446,770 446,770 484,442 108% 446,770 446,770 437,293 98% 47,150

Flood Control
     Flood Warning System 215,896 215,896 214,268 99% 215,896 215,896 213,228 99% 1,040

Water Management
     Flood Control Structures 139,885 139,885 151,532 108% 139,885 139,885 142,536 102% 8,996
     Water Quality 109,797 109,797 118,673 108% 109,797 109,797 136,782 125% (18,109)

Environmental Planning & Regulations 733,915 733,915 748,479 102% 733,915 733,915 684,371 93% 64,108

Information Technology & GIS 177,931 177,931 178,305 100% 177,931 177,931 172,939 97% 5,366

Community Relations
     Information 218,309 218,309 239,729 110% 218,309 218,309 238,609 109% 1,120
     Education 91,291 91,291 90,915 100% 91,291 91,291 86,616 95% 4,299

Land Management
     Non-Revenue Parks & Lands 179,789 179,789 190,919 106% 179,789 179,789 156,944 87% 33,975
     Property (General) 60,925 60,925 61,216 100% 60,925 60,925 60,555 99% 661

Total - General Levy Programs 2,374,508 2,374,508 2,478,477 104% 2,374,508 2,374,508 2,329,872 98% 148,606

Revenue Expenses

Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority
Financial Report

General Levy Programs
December 31, 2018

(Unaudited)



Program
Approved 

Budget
Budget 

YTD
Actual 
YTD

% Actual/ 
Budget YTD

Approved 
Budget

Budget 
YTD

Actual 
YTD

% Actual/ 
Budget YTD

Surplus/ 
(Deficit)

Land Management
     Revenue Parks:
                              Brucedale C. A. 68,400 68,400 83,510     122% 52,075 52,075 59,784 115% 23,726
                              Durham C. A. 218,900 218,900 245,515 112% 217,498 217,498 216,185 99% 29,331
                              Saugeen Bluffs C.A. 243,700 243,700 274,411 113% 230,237 230,237 242,703 105% 31,708
     Rental Properties 5,545 5,545 5,572 100% 4,900 4,900 2,948 60% 2,624
     Agricultural Lands 11,600 11,600 14,160     122% 7,645 7,645 6,804       89% 7,356       
     Motor Pool 177,100 177,100 177,101 100% 177,100 177,100 175,247 99% 1,854

Forest Management
     Authority Forests 230,000 230,000 293,549   128% 210,977 210,977 229,315 109% 64,234
    Saugeen Forestry Services 201,000 201,000 226,402   113% 197,325 197,325 201,107 102% 25,295

Capital Projects
     Water Management 17,000 17,000 23,489     138% 17,000 17,000 23,489     138% -           

Total-Non General Levy & Capital Programs 1,173,245 1,173,245 1,343,709 115% 1,114,757 1,114,757 1,157,581 104% 186,128

Summary
Total - General Levy Programs 2,374,508 2,374,508 2,478,477 104% 2,374,508 2,374,508 2,329,872 98% 148,606
Total-Non General Levy & Capital Programs 1,173,245 1,173,245 1,343,709 115% 1,114,757 1,114,757 1,157,581 104% 186,128

3,547,753 3,547,753 3,822,186 108% 3,489,265 3,489,265 3,487,453 100% 334,733

Budget YTD surplus/(deficit) 58,488

276,245

Agricultural Outreach Program 105,230 105,230 108,033 103% 105,230 105,230 108,033 103% 0

Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority
Financial Report

Non-General Levy Programs and Capital Projects
December 31, 2018

(Unaudited)

Revenue Expenses



Cheques for Approval December 2018

Cheque Number Vendor Description Amount
81043 Carlton Wells Stewardship Contribution Agreement (AFS) 12,903.00$          
81044 Hwy 4 Truck Service Ltd. Equipment Maintenance 970.20$               
81045 Grey Sauble Conservation Authority Advertising - Forestry 152.64$               
81046 407 ETR Transponder Lease/Staff Travel 45.39$                  
81047 Canadian Fire & Flood Formosa Office Cleaning 569.52$               
81048 CDW Canada Information Technology-Forestry 4,000.24$            
81049 Davidson-Hill Elevator Inc. Elevator Maintenance, Phone Charges - Formosa 522.63$               
81050 Ronald F. Dore Surveying Ltd. Surveying 4,068.00$            
81051 Foxton Fuels Limited Furnace Fuel - Maintenance Shop 453.40$               
81052 Hanover Home Hardware Park Maintenance/ Shop Supplies 52.88$                  
81053 Lloyd Kuntz Sales & Service Equipment Purchase 1,266.00$            
81054 Locking Business Furnishings Sit/Stand Desk 3,051.00$            
81055 MacKay Canada Ltd. MacKay Pay Parking 3.17$                    
81056 McArthur Tire Equipment Maintenance 152.27$               
81057 North Wellington Co-op Park Supplies 627.63$               
81058 Petty Cash Meeting Supplies/Duty charges 47.20$                  
81059 Purolator Courier Courier 13.87$                  
81060 Reliance Printing Forestry Banners 497.20$               
81061 BM Ross & Associates Limited Consulting Fees - Catherine St Storm Sewer 418.10$               
81062 Saugeen Valley Conservation Foundation Memorial Grove Trees 120.00$               
81063 Ron Schmidt Snow Removal 443.24$               
81064 SGS Canada Inc. Water Quality Sampling -Parks 169.50$               
81065 Municipality of South Bruce Burn Permit 35.00$                  
81066 South East Grey Community Health Centre Advertising 169.50$               
81067 Sunbelt Rentals Park Maintenance 198.88$               
81068 Universal Field Supplies Inc. Health & Safety supplies 390.03$               
81069 UPI Energy Vehicle Fuel 37.83$                  
81070 UPS Canada Duty Fees - Forestry Supplies 16.09$                  
81071 Waste Management Waste Disposal 208.65$               
81072 Water & Wellness Water for Office 22.00$                  
81073 2628069 Ontario Inc. Program Management - Agricultural Program (AFS) 15,349.17$          
81074 Weber's Electrical Service Receptacles at Sulphur Spring 789.87$               
81075 Weber Plumbing Service Park Maintenance 175.32$               
81076 Municipality of West Grey Water fees 328.50$               
81077 Xerox Canada Ltd. Photocopier Charges 362.31$               
81078 Buffett Taylor Benefits-January 8,365.77$            
81079 MatPrint Building Maintenance 242.95$               
81080 QLab Systems Ltd. PayDirt Payroll Annual Renewal fee 728.85$               
81081 Town Crier Subscription renewal 43.00$                  
81082 Conservation Ontario CA Levy 1st Installment 14,006.00$          
81083 Conservation Ontario Support for Government Relations Strategist 750.00$               
81084 Somerville Nurseries Inc. Deposit for nursery stock trees 21,543.00$          
81085 Hawkins Line Service Hazard Tree Maintenance 593.25$               
81086 Stoltz Sales & Services Equipment Maintenance 2,617.25$            

Total 97,520.29$          

AFS =Alternate Funding Source



Internet Payments for Approval December 2018

Vendor Description Amount

Royal Bank Visa Staff Lunch/Books 192.01$              

Royal Bank Visa Cloud Subscription/Server Parts 310.61$              

Royal Bank Visa Fuel Purchase 153.00$              

Royal Bank Visa GiftCards/Comm.Veh. Operator License Renewal 1,579.00$            

Royal Bank Visa Meeting Supplies/Game Camera/Forestry Supplies/Fuel/Travel 855.41$              

Royal Bank Visa Conservation Education Supplies/STAO Membership 155.44$              

Royal Bank Visa Vehicle Fuel/Maintenance Supplies/Workboots 604.06$              

Royal Bank Visa Vehicle Fuel/Maintenance/Shop Supplies 455.73$              

Royal Bank Visa Vehicle Fuel/Lunch Meeting/Supplies 414.03$              

Royal Bank Visa Water Management Equipment/Staff Development  181.82$              

Royal Bank Visa Subscription/Gift for Student 299.95$              

Royal Bank Visa Staff Travel/Vehicle Fuel/Staff Travel 621.39$              

Royal Bank Visa Waterproof Paper ‐ Forestry 123.04$              

Royal Bank Visa Fuel Purchase/Open House 151.34$              

Royal Bank Visa McKay Pay Admin Fee/Annual Fee 72.79$                 

Royal Bank Visa Stewardship Supplies 31.63$                 

Royal Bank Visa Vehicle Fuel 60.00$                 

Bell Bluffs CA Phone 7206 11.24$                 

Bell Durham CA Phone 2074 110.39$              

Bell Flood Warning Gauges/Middle Dam 1533 1,399.83$            

Bell Shop Phone 2711 149.59$              

Bell Sulphur Spring CA Raingauge 2968 137.16$              

Bell Mobility Parks Internet 8482 90.40$                 

Bruce Telecom Parks/Floodwarning Phones 650.33$              

Hurontel Ripley Gauge 51.78$                 

Hydro One Aberdeen Gauge ‐ 5470 30.12$                 

Hydro One Beatty Gauge ‐ 4823 30.12$                 

Hydro One Bluffs Line Meter ‐ 5717 3,586.63$            

Hydro One Brucedale CA ‐ 0623 30.12$                 

Hydro One Brucedale CA ‐ 1605 31.15$                 

Hydro One Brucedale CA ‐ 1959 30.12$                 

Hydro One Brucedale CA ‐ 8427 30.12$                 

Hydro One Brucedale street light 6852 26.88$                 

Hydro One Cedarville Gauge ‐5447 30.12$                 

Hydro One Durham CA  ‐ 0074 156.48$              

Hydro One Durham CA Hydro Sites ‐ 0260 30.12$                 

Hydro One Durham Campground ‐ 0069 30.12$                 

Hydro One Durham Gauge ‐ 4203 77.84$                 

Hydro One Durham Middle Dam ‐ 6749 53.24$                 

Hydro One Durham Storage Barn ‐ 5383 31.44$                 

Hydro One Formosa Office ‐ 9903 1,178.58$            

Hydro One Greenock Gauge ‐ 2404  30.12$                 

Hydro One McBeath Gauge ‐ 5496 30.12$                 

Hydro One Neustadt Gauge 1633 40.33$                 

Hydro One Paisley Pumping Station ‐ 8982 30.12$                 

Hydro One Priceville Gauge ‐ 3783 30.14$                 

Hydro One Scone Gauge 6343 30.12$                 

Hydro One Sulphur Spring CA ‐ 3712 777.09$              

Hydro One Sulphur Spring CA‐park only ‐ 5780 305.23$              

Hydro One Varney CA ‐ 2306 30.12$                 

Minister of Finance November Remittance 3,807.43$            

OMERS November Remittance 21,829.85$          

PitneyWorks Postage 181.93$              

Receiver General Income Tax, EI, CPP ‐ Dec 8th 11,592.88$          

Receiver General Income Tax, EI, CPP ‐ Dec 22nd 10,920.53$          

Receiver General December Remittance 3,074.65$            

Telus Cell phones 1,374.66$            

Union Gas Formosa Office 197.28$              

Wightman Telecom Phones/Fax/Internet 847.47$              

WSIB November Remittance 5,835.90$            

Total 75,211.15$          

AFS =Alternate Funding Source



Visa Transactions over $100 since last meeting

Vendor Description Amount
Fanfare Books ComRel - Books 157.40$                   
Microsoft Online Cloud Subscription 231.88$                   
Tim Horton's Gift Cards 750.00$                   
Valu-Mart Gift Cards 750.00$                   
Lake Huron Rod & Gun Game Camera - Sulphur Spring 304.25$                   
Lake Huron Rod & Gun Game Camera - Forestry 389.81$                   
Royal Bank Visa Vehicle Fuel 539.58$                   
Royal Bank Visa Vehicle Fuel 250.50$                   
Canadian Tire Tire Changing Kit 158.19$                   
Royal Bank Visa Vehicle Fuel 143.19$                   
Harley's EPR Christmas Lunch Meeting 263.67$                   
Constant Contact Subscription 264.68$                   
Best Western Accommodations for Training workshop 407.55$                   
Science First Waterproof Paper - Forestry 123.04$                   
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Report #8b 

Program Reports 

Conservation Education  

Outdoor winter programming is always an adventure but so far this year there have been 8 snow days for 
schools in Grey Bruce forcing the rebooking of many programs.   
 
DEER  
Bruce Power sponsors 50 full days of free conservation education programs including bussing for all schools 
in the Bluewater District and Bruce Grey Catholic District School Boards through Saugeen Conservation’s 
education staff. This winter 18 full days of programming will be provided through the DEER programming to 
36 classes from across Grey Bruce. Schools participating this winter include Holy Family School, Hanover; 
Dawnview Public School, Hanover; Notre Dame School, Owen Sound; Alexandra Community School, Owen 
Sound; Hepworth Central Public School; Beaver Valley Community School, Thornbury; Spruce Ridge 
Community School, Durham; Paisley Central Public School; Kincardine Township-Tiverton Public School; St. 
Anthony’s School, Kincardine; St. Teresa of Calcutta School, Walkerton; Georgian Bay Community School, 
Meaford; G.C. Huston Public School, Southampton; Sullivan Community School, Desboro; Normanby 
Community School, Ayton; Lucknow Central Public School; Ripley Huron Community School; St. Peter and St. 
Paul’s School, Durham; Immaculate Conception School, Formosa;  
 
WREN 
Winter Conservation Education programming started up again the second week of January with a few 
rebookings already due to weather. Beavercrest Community School in Markdale will be participating in a day 
long elective program at Sulphur Spring for grades 4 to 8. Kindergarten students from St. Teresa of Calcutta 
School in Walkerton will be winter detectives on snowshoes through the trails at Sulphur Spring for a day. A 
day of winter (or spring) programming with Hanover Parks and Recreation will take place at Sulphur Spring 
during March Break. 
 
Flood Waters and You 
Invitations to participate in the Flood Waters and You student safety program will go out mid-February. This 
program has been running successfully since 1987 with its safety reminders for students about hypothermia, 
ice safety and the dangers of fast-moving flood waters. These hands-on curriculum-based programs will take 
place in watershed schools during March and April. 
 
Earth Week 2019 
An application for funding for Saugeen Conservation’s 2019 Earth Week Program was sent in late November 
and has received full approval ($3,000.00). Enbridge has sponsored this program completely for the past 4 



years. As of this spring all SC watershed schools will have participated in this free, in-school programming 
designed to teach about the importance of our natural resources through engaging hands-on activities and 
presentations. Watch for more information on this program as spring nears.  
 
Meetings: 
Saugeen Nature 
Grey Bruce Children’s Water Festival 
Bruce Grey Forest Festival 

Land Management 

Applications have been submitted under the Canada Summer Jobs program, seeking financial assistance in 
hiring campground students.  The Russian group has booked the entire Bluffs upper campground for a 
weekend in July for the 5th consecutive year. 

Forestry 

The final harvest that was tendered in October of 2018 has commenced and will likely continue into the 
middle of February.  The purchaser of this standing timber is new to the Authority and therefore has been 
very closely monitored throughout the harvest.  Observations of the quality of the work that is being carried 
out by this crew are all positive. 
 
Property tax assessment notices are currently being reviewed for any anomalies.  Each year assessments are 
checked and if necessary a request for reconsideration is submitted to MPAC for their review. 
 
Planning for tree planting has begun.  Seedling and landscape stock have been ordered.  Landowners’ 
requests for tree planting are being confirmed and sites reviewed as the weather has permitted.  The annual 
Arbour Day Tree Sale has been scheduled for April 27th at the Sulphur Spring Conservation Area. 
 
Forestry staff assist with the annual Grey Bruce Woodlot Conference which will be taking place on March 
30th in Elmwood.  Planning for this conference is ongoing. 
 
On February 8th Forestry staff will be attending the Forests Ontario Annual Conference in Alliston.  This 
conference is both educational through the wonderful speakers but is also a great opportunity to network 
with peers. 

Water Resource and Stewardship Services 

Capital Works - Flood Erosion Control Structures 
SVCA continues to monitor the capital projects through the freeze thaw and higher than normal runoff 
events to ensure operations are not impacted.  Staff have been monitoring the dykes, flow in the old Willow 
Creek channel in Paisley and will inspect flap gates in the dyke structures to ensure there is no blockages or 
debris that could interfere with stormwater outflow. 
Staff have received notice from the Ministry of Natural Resources & Forestry (MNRF) that with the review of 
the Provincial government spending still underway, they cannot provide any information on the application 
process for the Water and Erosion Control Infrastructure funding (WECI). 
 



Markdale Town Pond 
Trout Unlimited Canada and the local Happy Trout chapter, in partnership with SVCA are in the midst of 
exploring other funding applications to support the removal of the Markdale Town Pond dam. Council for 
Grey Highlands have agreed to support the removal in principal and have agreed to begin investigating the 
process for design options and establish costs for the removal of the dam.  
 
Lake Huron Centre for Coastal Conservation (LHCCC)  
As part of the Coastal Action Plan, the LHCCC has a Speakers Series planned for along the Lake Huron Coast.  
In the SVCA watershed, they will be hosting a speaker series night on February 13 at the Southampton Old 
Town Hall from 6:30 to 8:30 pm.  Topics include Islands, Nearshore Fishery and Climate Change.  SVCA staff 
will have a display at the event.  
 
The LHCCC will be hosting a spring fund raising event called “Toast the Coast: An Evening for Lake Huron”.  It 
will run from 7-11 p.m. on Saturday May 4th and will be held at the Goderich Station Restaurant. They 
currently have several artists creating Lake Huron themed art to contribute to the coastal art exhibit and are 
hoping to book a jazz band.  LHCCC is seeking sponsorship for the event, and donated items for the silent 
auction.  If Authority Members or respective municipalities wish to attend or donate items, please contact 
Erinn Lawrie, Executive Director of the Coastal Centre, 226-424-3029. 
 
Funding Applications 
SVCA staff Jo-Anne Harbinson, Manager, Water Resources and Stewardship Services, and Brittany Taylor, 
Water Resources Technician, are waiting to hear from various applications that have been submitted for 
funding projects.  SVCA was not successful in the Environmental Damages fund that would have assisted 
MacGregor Park with the installation of a rain garden; however, staff will continue to seek other 
opportunities for available supporting funds. 
 
In early January, SVCA made application to the Federal Environment and Climate Change Canada - Eco 
Actions program that would support SVCA efforts in the Agriculture Outreach program for 2019 and 2020.  
 
Still Pending:  Loblaws Water Fund, World Wildlife Fund– Reducing pollution, creating habitat and providing 
safer access to the Saugeen River at Lobie’s Park:  SVCA staff have applied, in partnership with the 
Municipality of Brockton, to the Loblaws Water Fund to complete erosion control, improved canoe access 
and fish habitat improvement work at Lobie’s Park in Walkerton.  If approved, the fund could provide up to 
$20,000 to assist with the completion of this community project. 
 
Still Pending: Habitat Stewardship Program – Department of Fisheries and Oceans and Eco Action 
Community Fund – Environment and Climate Change Canada:  In early December, the Federal Government 
announced that two federal funds would be accepting applications in the new year to support projects.  
SVCA will be submitting applications to these Federal funded programs with the hope to leverage committed 
SVCA dollars for the SVCA Agricultural Outreach Program.   
 
These funding applications will be multi-pronged where SVCA will be asking for various funding support 
related to reducing nutrient loading and soil erosion through the support of cover crop seed, other best 
management practices, livestock exclusion fencing, tree planting and riparian vegetating planting with the 
hopes of improving watershed ecosystem health and aquatic species at risk habitat.  SVCA has been reaching 
out to our partners for support of these applications. 
 
 



Grey Bruce Farmers Week 
SVCA staff attended two days of the Grey Bruce Farmers Week, Crops and Ecological Days.  Staff manned a 
display for the SVCA as well as provided some supporting funds for a key note speaker on Crops Day. 
 
Stewardship Grey Bruce (SGB) 
SVCA staff continue to support and partner with the Stewardship Grey Bruce community group.  SGB has 
developed a draft program for the Grey and Bruce County Soil and Water Stewardship Program.  Tori 
Waugh, working for SGB, and together with SGB directors, will be approaching partners of Stewardship Grey 
Bruce to determine interest and involvement in a Grey and Bruce County stewardship or similar rural water 
quality program.  As part of this, SGB will be making an application to Ontario Trillium Foundation for a Grow 
grant that will assist with the advancement of stewardship activities in Grey and Bruce County. 
 
Application for Canada Summer Jobs 
An application has been made to Canada Summer Jobs to support the Water Management department with 
day to day activities. 
 
Meeting Attended for the Water Management Department: 
Stewardship Grey Bruce 
Grey Bruce Sustainability Network 
Lake Huron Centre for Coastal Conservation  
Coastal Action Plan – LHCCC Working group meeting 
Penetangore Watershed Group 
Ontario Phragmites Working Group – Webinar 
Fisheries Task Force Meeting 
Happy Trout Community Meeting, Markdale 
Environmental Project Management Planning Workshop- 2 Days, Markham 

Water Quality 

Staff are working on quarterly maintenance of their 23 groundwater monitoring wells. This work is done on 
behalf of the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks’ (MECP) Provincial Groundwater Monitoring 
program (PGMN).   
 
Staff continue to take monthly and storm event samples at the ISCO (automated water sampler) site in 
support of Healthy Lake Huron (HLH) in the Pine River watershed, as well as download and process data 
from the meteorological and flow-based data loggers at this site. So far this year staff have taken 50 samples 
from 9 separate storm or melt events and taken 8 monthly baseline samples.  
 
FW/WQ Coordinator has begun identifying and tallying benthic samples collected in the spring. As part of 
MECP’s Ontario Benthos Biomonitoring Network (OBBN), this data is used to assess changes in invertebrate 
populations throughout the province. Invertebrates are excellent indicators of water quality due to their 
varying degrees of sensitivity to pollution. Often their disappearance can be viewed as an early warning 
indicator for changes in a watercourse.  
 
Staff provided a presentation to SVCA’s Agricultural Committee on the Watershed Report Cards.  
 
Meetings Attended: OBBN Annual Meeting via webinar 



Flood Warning 

Flood Warning / Water Quality Coordinator (FW/WQ Cord.) recently met with Kisters staff to get the Water 
Information System by Kisters (WISKI) Flood Warning database up and running. The goal is to eventually 
have WISKI running side-by-side with the existing system, Basin Runoff Forecasting Unit (BRFU). The new 
database should be operational in a month or two.  
 
FW/WQ Cord. provided the Agricultural Committee with a presentation outlining the goals and 
responsibilities of the Flood Warning program.  
 
Hydrometric (stream) gauge maintenance is ongoing.  
 
Snow surveys are ongoing every two-weeks and more frequently as warranted.  
 
SVCA Flood Forecast released two Flood Watch messages in January related to the frazil ice situation in 
Durham. Eventually hy-hoes were called in to dig out river ice which alleviated the concern. 

Administration 

The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act report for 2018 has been filed. There was one 
FIPPA request in 2018. During January the finance department completed pension reporting for 2018, and 
issuance of T4’s prior to the end of January.  The audit of the 2018 financial statements is currently 
underway.  All member municipalities have received their notification for the 2019 levy. 

Environmental Planning & Regulations 

January 2019 SVCA staff were notified that a Municipal Drain Decision by the Municipality of 
Brockton was being appealed by an applicant to the Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs Appeal 
Tribunal associated with the Drainage Act. The Municipality of Brockton and the SVCA have been 
consistent in our approach and review and are both satisfied with the Municipality’s Decision to 
allow a drain to pass through a wetland, while not draining the wetland. 
 The Appellant (whom petitioned the drain) does not want to pay for their assessed portion of the 
drain cost and questions the SVCA’s role in the review process of the drain, but also alleges SVCA 
should pay for a portion of it, along with neighbouring properties.  The appellant wants the 
Municipal Drain to drain the wetland as well. To complicate matters slightly, the reviewing SVCA 
staff no longer works at SVCA. It is anticipated that current and previous SVCA staff will be involved 
in the Tribunal proceeding. 
 
January 27, 2019 Annual Report draft was prepared by Erik Downing for the Department and 
forwarded to Communications Department. Some highlights from 2018: 
 

• 271 Development, Interference with Wetlands, and Alterations to Shorelines and 
Watercourses Regulation – Ontario Regulation 169/06, permits issued.  All applications 
processed on SVCA Authority approved timelines. 

• 80 violations of Ontario Regulation 169/06, investigated, 30 Enforcement matters of Ontario 
Regulation 169/06, resolved. 



• 411 Planning Act comments by the SVCA in 2018, 99.75% of Planning Act comments 
submitted on time.  

• Over 2100 files processed in 2018. 
• 12 new municipal drains were reviewed in 2018. 6 maintenance projects were reviewed by 

SVCA in 2018. 
• 0 charges laid associated with Violations of Ontario Regulation 169/06, in 2018. 
• 1 Section 28 Hearing held by the SVCA. 
• 0 permit denials by SVCA. 
• 0 Decisions or Conditions of SVCA approval, appealed by proponents associated with 

Section 28 Permission. 
 
SVCA Environmental Planning and Regulations staff have been somewhat inundated with subdivision 
proposal for review around the watershed in December and January in preparation for 2019 building season. 
Winter Conditions have off/on impeded site inspections from occurring due to travel, or site conditions. 
Erik Downing met with a representative from the South Bruce County Natural Gas Line project (EPCOR) in 
January 2019.  The route will have to cross many regulated sites and Erik will proceed with managing SVCA’s 
comment and response for all components of this project (Environmental Assessment, SVCA Permitting, 
etc.). 
Radio Ads for the Environmental Planning and Regulations Department have been prepared and submitted. 
Community Relations and Environmental Planning and Regulations departments have begun to prepare an 
education and outreach plan to improve (EPR) department perception on direction of the SVCA Executive. 
 
Issued Permit Report: 
19-013 Randy Morrow, Brant, 77 Airport Road, Part Lot 65, Concession 2 NDR, Part 1 Plan 3R4912. 
Construction of an approximate 1,700 square foot addition to the existing dwelling, replacement of 
an existing sewage disposal system, and related excavation, filling, and grading.  Regulated Area. 
 
19-012 Camp Cherith Ontario c/o Trevor Tristam, Brant, Lot 5, Concession 6. Rock revetment to 
protect existing fish pond from future erosion. Regulated Area. 
 
19-011 DRJohnson Contracting Inc., Glenelg, Plan 813, Part Block 71, RP 16R10157 Part 1 (150 
Highland Drive). The construction of an approximate 1,696 square foot single detached dwelling 
with basement, sewage disposal system, driveway and related excavation, filling and grading. 
Regulated Area. 
 
19-010 Beehive Poultry Farm Inc., Minto, 6291 Highway 89, Lot 18, Concession 14. Construction of 
two approximate 360-foot (east-west) by 65 foot (north-south) barns, with manure storage, and 
related site excavation, filling, and grading. Regulated Area. 
 
19-009 Paul and Heather Keelan, Huron, 810 Lake Range Drive, Part lot 49, Concession A, Part 1 
Plan 3R1022. Construction of an addition with an approximate footprint of 1700 square foot, with 
attached garage on the north side of the existing dwelling, and related excavation, filling, and 
grading. Regulated Area. 
 



19-008  County of Bruce c/o Jim Donohoe, Brant, Greenock-Brant Road at Teeswater River; Lot 36, 
Concession A. Installation of rip rap erosion protection adjacent to northwest abutment. 
Watercourse. 
 
19-007  Township of Huron-Kinloss (c/o John Yungblut), Huron, McCormick Drive ROW between 
Boiler Beach Road and Willis Crescent. The removal of existing asphalt roadway, the installation of 
gutter and curb features and repaving of McCormick Drive roadway between Boiler Beach Road 
and Willis Crescent, and related excavating, filling and grading. ick, east of top of hill outside of 
SVCA Regulated Area. Regulated Area. 
 
19-006 JAKO Developments Inc., Bentinck, Lot 56, Plan 1097. Clearing, excavation and lot grading 
in preparation of future development. Regulated Area. 
 
19-005 JAKO Developments Inc., Bentinck, Lot 52, Plan 1097. Clearing, excavation and lot grading in 
preparation of future development. Regulated Area. 
 
19-004  JAKO Developments Inc., Bentinck, Lots 50 and 51, Plan 1097. Clearing, excavation and lot 
grading in preparation of future development. Regulated Area. 
 
19-003 JAKO Developments Inc., Bentinck, Lot 49, Plan 1097. Clearing, excavation and lot grading in 
preparation of future development. Regulated Area. 
 
19-002 JAKO Developments Inc., Bentinck, Lot 37, Plan 1097. Clearing, excavation and lot grading 
in preparation of future development. Regulated Area. 
 
19-001  Elmer W and Alma Martin, Proton, 045086 Southgate Road 04; Part Lot 4 and Lot 5, 
Concession 2 Proton.  To construct an approximate 483 square foot single-storey addition to the 
western side of an existing dwelling, with related excavation, filling and site grading. Regulated 
Area. 
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News Centre

Thursday, January 17, 2019 

Flood Watch For Durham
West Grey | by Kevin Bernard  

Frazil ice forms following cold snap

The Town of Durham is under a flood watch due 
to frazil ice in the Saugeen River brought on by a 
short cold snap last week.

The Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority says 
it appears surface ice has formed over almost the 
whole river through Durham, aside from a section 
between the middle and lower dam.

Rising river levels have been identified by SVCA 
staff below the Durham lower dam, near the 
baseball diamonds.

"Because flows have not increase upstream, this indicates frazil ice is likely backing water up," a 
notice on the SVCA website explains. "It is hoped that milder temperatures will help push some of 
the ice collecting here further downstream."

With the drop in temperatures overnight, the SVCA says frazil ice production could have resumed.

There is no significant amount of precipitation in the forecast at this time.

Page 1 of 1West Grey Flood Watch For Durham News Centre

2/12/2019http://www.bayshorebroadcasting.ca/news_item.php?NewsID=107186

Municipal and Saugeen Conservation staff will continue to monitor conditions as they evolve, and 
further statements will be issued as warranted.

© 2019 Bayshore Broadcasting Corporation
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January 18, 2019 

Ken Petersen 
Provincial Planning Policy Branch 
777 Bay Street, 13th Floor 
Toronto, ON M5G 2E5 
PlanningConsultation@ontario.ca 

Michael Helfinger 
Intergovernmental Policy Coordination Unit 
900 Bay Street, Hearst Block  
7th Floor 
Toronto,  ON M6H 4L1  
Michael.helfinger@ontario.ca  

Re:  Conservation Ontario’s comments on Schedule 10 of Bill 66: Restoring Ontario’s 
Competitiveness Act, 2018 (ERO #013-4293); the Proposed open-for-business planning tool 
(ERO# 013-4125) and a New Regulation under the Planning Act for open-for-business planning 
tool (ERO# 013-4239)  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on Schedule 10 of “Bill 66: Restoring Ontario’s 
Competitiveness Act, 2019 (ERO#013-4293)”; the “Proposed open-for-business planning tool (ERO#013-
4125) and a “New Regulation under the Planning Act for open-for-business planning tool (ERO#013-
4239). Conservation Ontario is the network of Ontario’s 36 Conservation Authorities (CAs). These 
comments are not intended to limit consideration of comments shared individually by CAs through the 
Bill 66 consultation process.  

Conservation authorities have considerable expertise in land use planning. Conservation authority roles 
in land use planning include: as a regulator under Section 28 of the Conservation Authorities Act; as a 
public commenting body under the Planning Act and Environmental Assessment Act; as source 
protection authorities under the Clean Water Act supporting policy implementation; as resource 
management agencies operating on a local watershed basis; as a body with delegated authority in plan 
review to represent the provincial interest for natural hazards; and as the province’s second largest 
landowners who may become involved in the planning and development process, either as an adjacent 
landowner or a proponent. In these roles, CAs endeavour to provide the best guidance to their 
municipal partners regarding how to balance multiple provincial and watershed priorities in a timely and 
cost-effective manner. Schedule 10 of the proposed Bill 66: Restoring Ontario’s Competitiveness Act, 
2018 and the open-for-business planning tool appear to have significant implications for CAs in fulfilling 
their roles within the land use planning system.  

Conservation authorities are concerned that the proposed open-for-business planning tool would have 
the effect of exempting applications under the Planning Act from having to be consistent with the 
Provincial Policy Statement and to conform to legislation including the Clean Water Act, the Great Lakes 
Protection Act, the Greenbelt Act and the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act.  In addition, this tool 
proposes to override approved provincial plans which could result in new employment opportunities 
being located in unsuitable areas.  
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Records Management & Retention Policy Issue Date: February 2019 
Revision Date: 

Policy Number: Revision Number: 

Approved By: Authority 

POLICY: 
Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority [SVCA] generates, maintains and receives vast quantities of information, 
in both paper and electronic formats which must be stored and/or disposed of in accordance with government 
regulations (i.e. Canada Revenue Agency [CRA]) and current professional standards and best practices.  This 
Policy provides guidelines for the cataloguing, storage, retention and disposal of documents and records within 
SVCA. 

PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this Policy is to provide practical guidelines, in compliance with both legal requirements and 
generally accepted business practices, regarding the creation, management, retention and final 
disposition/destruction of all business records, whether paper copy, electronic, audio or visual format etc., 
stored on Authority-owned and operated equipment including cell phones, smart phones, computers and/or 
other equipment.  This policy also provides SVCA protection in the event of any litigation or government 
investigation by 1) ensuring records are properly maintained and catalogued and can be easily searched and 
retrieved if and as required; 2) having an Authority Approved Policy by which the Authority’s records are 
maintained.  This Policy will also assist in reducing space and costs required for storage of obsolete records. 

SCOPE: 
This policy applies to all employees. 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES: 
All SVCA records, regardless of their format or location are the property of SVCA. SVCA staff shall ensure that the 
following principles are upheld, maintained and applied to the retention, filing, disposition and/or destruction of 
all business information, regardless of its format: 

1. Filing and maintenance of all records held by SVCA will be in accordance with both current professional
standards and best practices and all Canadian government regulations;

2. All retention periods for financial, corporate and personnel (Human Resources) records will be in
accordance with Canadian government standards, specifically the Canada Revenue Agency, OMERS and
pension regulations and/or accepted professional standards regarding record retention;

3. The precepts and statutes of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act
(MFIPPA) will be adhered to and maintained; and

4. Determination of retention/disposition periods of all records, whether historical or current, will be
based upon consistent criteria as delineated in the SVCA Records Management and Retention Schedule.

AGENDA



 
 

 

DEFINITIONS: 
For the purposes of administrative matters, note the following terms and definitions: 

1. Retention Period 
The length of time that all SVCA corporate records are maintained, as prescribed either by government 
acts, regulations or legislations or by generally accepted best business practices. 
 

2. Prescribed Retention Periods and Records Storage 
Records shall be maintained both on and offsite in accordance with the Records Management and 
Retention Schedule if required. Offsite records shall be maintained at a secure facility for the specified 
retention period. Retention periods include, but are not limited to: 

• Perpetuity/Permanent Records: Lifespan of the Authority, plus 2 years (CRA) 
• 6 years – At least six years from the end of the fiscal period to which the records relate (CRA); 
• 2 years – At least two years from the end of the current calendar year to which the records 

relate; 
• 1 year – At least one year from the end of the current calendar year to which the records relate; 

and 
• Specified Time – A timeframe other than those noted above as may be specified by the General 

Manager/Secretary-Treasurer and shall be deemed as “At least (specified time period) from the 
end of the current (calendar or fiscal) year” to which the records relate. 
 

3. Books and Records 
Any and all paper copy documents, i.e., files, resource materials, reports, etc., held in either a secured or 
unsecured filing cabinet, box or other storage container, whether onsite or at an offsite facility. A record 
is defined as the corporate file containing all documents, including but not limited to external and 
internal correspondence, emails, permits, applications, graphs, blueprints, maps, etc., as they relate to 
specific projects, programs and/or miscellaneous subject matter. 
 

4. Electronic Data 
Any and all data, books and/or records stored in any electronic format, whether onsite or at an offsite 
facility. Such data includes, but is not limited to: 

• CDs 
• DVDs 
• Videos 
• Audio tapes 
• Email 
• Microfiche 
• SVCA servers 
• SVCA server backup tapes 

 
5. Record Name 



 
The identifier(s) assigned when a record is created. The record name will provide the user with 
immediate recognition of the responsible Authority department to which the record belongs, and the 
information contained within that record (e.g.: FIN/AP2011: Canpar –Finance Department, Accounts 
Payable 2011, [for the vendor] Canpar). 
 

6. Record 
Will identify a record as paper, electronic, audio-visual, etc.; identification of Record Type will be used to 
determine method of disposition at end of retention period. 
 

7. Record Series 
The convention by which records will be recorded and identified when created, and by which retention 
periods will be assigned. 
 

8. Records Management and Retention Schedule 
The corporate schedule guiding the creation, filing, storage, retention and disposition of records as 
noted in numbers 5 through 7, above. 
 

9. Record Holder 
The primary holder of the record, i.e., department such as: the record holder of a permit file would be 
Environmental Planning & Regulations (EPR). 
 

10. Operational Life of a Record 
The period of time a record is required to be kept onsite within a department in order to perform its 
primary use, before it can be sent to an offsite facility for storage or scanned and/or destroyed. 
 

11. Financial Value 
Records that relate to the financial transaction of the Authority, especially as may be required for 
government and/or audit purposes. 
 

12. Historical Value 
This refers to the need to keep records that document the history of SVCA. Such documents may arise 
from exceptional age and/or connection with some specific historical event or person with or associated 
with the Authority.  
 

RESPONSIBILITIES AND AUTHORITIES: 
A. Managers and Coordinators are responsible for approvals to: 

• Move older records offsite or scan as/when required; 
• Receive final approval from the General Manager/Secretary-Treasurer to destroy/shred/delete 

files in accordance with the Records Management and Retention Schedule. 
 

B. GM/S-T is responsible for: 

• Obtaining approval of Records Management and Retention Policy from Authority Members; 
• Updates/changes to Records Management and Retention Policy as and when required; 



 
• The communication of any such changes/updates to SVCA staff; and  
• Final approval of records to be moved offsite and/or their final disposition. 

 
 
 

C. Accounting Manager and Information Technology Manager are responsible for: 

• Maintenance, safe storage and/or retrieval of backup records and electronic data and the 
disposal thereof in accordance with the Records Management and Retention Schedule. 
 

D. All SVCA Staff are responsible for: 

• Ensuring records are collected, maintained and accessed in compliance with the Records 
Management and Retention Schedule. 
 

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
SVCA is committed to ensuring all requirements of the Canada Revenue Agency, the Conservation Authorities 
Act, the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and any and all other pertinent 
government acts, regulations and/or legislations, are met and upheld as they relate to this policy and the 
Records Management and Retention Schedule. 
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	There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 12:14 p.m. on motion of Barbara Dobreen.
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